
MEMORANDUM FOR: \ 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director, Arms Control and. 

Disarmament Agency 
The Administrator, Energy Research 
and Development Administration, 

Threshold Test Ban Treaty Oral Understanding 

The Agency positions and previous negotiating record concerning the 
Threshold Test Ban Treaty oral understanding on slight unintentional 
breaches of th© threshold have been reviewed. As a result, it has 
been decided that: 

-» The U, S. will draw no distinction between •'actual'* and 
•'design" yield with regard to the type of yield intended 
in 'the Treaty. * V **" - 

* $ 

-» The U.S. will conduct nuclear weapons tests in accordance 

with previous guidance contained in the Under Secretaries 

Committee report on the second-half FY 76 test program 
and approved in NSDM 319 -- i. e. , we will test at design 
yields up to 150 kilotons. ’ : 

-■» As i*equired by NSDM 319, the Under Secretaries Committee 
testing policy should be revised in the next semi-annual 
nuclear weapons test program review "to include recommended, 
measures to reduce the probability of yields in excess" of 
the threshold. - • * 

In light of his previous discussion with the Soviets pursuant to NSDM 256, 
Ambassador Stoessel should review with the Soviets the previous under- 
standing and confirm the following points; 
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Both sides will make every effort to comply fully with all 
provisions of the Threshold Test Ban Treaty. 

-- A a agreed in previous discussions, there are technical 
uncertainties associated with predicting the precise yield 
of nuclear weapon tests. These uncertainties may result 
in slight unintended broaches of the 150 kitoton threshold. 

- « We will testify during ratification hearings that v;e have 
discussed this problem with the Soviets and agreed that: 

* One or two sLight unintended breaches per year would 
not be considered a violation of the Treaty. 

• Such breaches would be cause for concern, however, 
and, at the request of cither party, would be the 

. subject of consultations. 

We will also testify that while %ve would not consider a 
slight, unintentional breach a violation, we would 
carefuLly review each such breach to ensure that it is not 
part of a general attempt to exceod the confines of the 
Treaty. 


In the course of this discussion. Ambassador Stoesael shouLd not 
commit the U.S. to any magnitude of such a breach that might be 
permissible. He should conclude the discussion by reaffirming that 
all aspects of this oral understanding will become a matter of public 
record during our ratification hearings. 


cc: The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

The Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
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